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SUBJECT: FOOD AND POLITICS IN KARNATAKA 

1. I VISITED BANGALORE OCTOBER 21 FOR A QUICK CHECK ON THE FOOD 
AND POLITICAL SITUATION IN KARNATAKA. THE GENERAL MOOD WAS ONE 
OF REASONABLE SATISFACTION OVER FOOD PROSPECTS IN THE STATE, BUT 
WITH CONCERN AND INDICATIONS OF INCREASING HARDSHIP AMONG SOME 
SEGMENTS OVER MOUNTING PRICES. THERE WAS NO EXPECTATION OF 
SERIOUS UNREST WITHIN THE FORESEEABLE FUTURE. 

2. BECAUSE OF BELOW NORMAL RAINFALL IN SOME AREAS. THE OUTLOOK 
FOR THE KHARIF CROP IS FOR ABOUT A TEN PERCENT SHORTFALL FROM THE 
TARGETTED 4.7 MILLION TONS. THE AGRICULTURE SECRETARY SAID THE 
SHORTFALL MIGHT BE AS MUCH AS 500,000 TONS, BUT BOTH HE AND THE 
FOOD SECRETARY THOUGHT THAT THIS SHORTFALL OR MUCH OF IT COULD 
BE MADE UP IN THE RABI CROP, ASSUMING REASONABLY GOOD RAINS. AT 
THIS POINT, HOWEVER, THE MOST REALISTIC PROJECTION FOR THE 1974-75 
CROP YEAR WOULD APPEAR TO BE A FOODGRAIN OUTPUT NO GREATER THAN 
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THE 6.1 MILLION TONS PRODUCED IN 1973-74, AND PERHAPS MARGINALLY 
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SHORT OF THAT AMOUNT. TAKING POPULATION GROWTH INTO ACCOUNT, 

THIS WOULD OF COURSE MEAN LESS FOOD PER PERSON IN THE STATE 
THAN LAST YEAR. 

3. HOWEVER, OFFICIALS APPEAR CONFIDENT THAT THEY CAN PROCURE 
ENOUGH FOODGRAINS TO MEET THE NEEDS OF THE PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION 
SYSTEM (WHICH IS ONE OF INFORMAL RATIONING), FOR WHICH 12,000 - 
15,000 TONS OF FOODGRAINS). PRICES FOR RICE IN THE STATE'S FAIR 
PRICE SHOPS RUN FROM RS 1.35 TO RS 1.75 PER KILO, DEPENDING 

ON GRADE OF RICE, WHILE THE CORRESPONDING OPEN MARKET PRICES 
RUN FROM RS 1.70 TO RS 2.70 PER KILO, SLIGHTLY MORE THAN IN 
HYDERABAD BUT LESS THAN IN MADRAS AND KERALA. 

4. PEOPLE OF ALL CLASSES ARE FEELING THE PINCH OF RISING PRICES. 

THE FOOD SECRETARY SAID HE AND HIS FAMILY WERE HAVING TO CUT 
BACK ON "LUXURY" FOOD ITEMS; THEY WERE ALSO, HE SAID, NO LONGER 
EATING OUT IN RESTAURANTS AND THEY HAD STARTED TO THINK TWICE 
ABOUT GOING OUT TO SEE A FILM. MORE SADLY. THERE ARE POCKETS 

OF REAL DISTRESS IN THE NORTH CENTRAL PART OF THE STATE, A PERENN- 
IALLY POOR AND DROUGHT PRONE SECTION. THE CHIEF SECRETARY DENIED 
THAT THERE HAD BEEN ANY STARVATION DEATHS (THE PRESS HAD REPORTED 
ONE IN THAT AREA) BUT ADMITTED THE EXISTENCE OF HARDSHIP IN THE 
AREA. FINANCE MINISTER GHORPADE, WHO COMES FROM RURAL BELLARY DIS- 
TRICT, SPOKE WITH STRONG FEELING OF THE "UNFAIRNESS OF THE SYSTEM" 
UNDER WHICH PEOPLE IN HIS AREA, AND IN THE RURAL AREAS GENERALLY, 
WERE HAVING TO BEAR AN UNDULY HEAVY SHARE OF THE SUFFERING IN 
TERMS OF PRICES FOR FOOD AND OTHER ESSENTIAL COMMODITIES 
BECAUSE THEY WERE INARTICULATE AND UNORGANIZED. IN CONTRAST, HE 
NOTED, THE ORGANIZED WORKERS AND URBAN ELEMENTS MADE THE GOVERN- 
MENT, FOR POLITICAL REASONS, TAKE NOTE OF THEIR NEEDS. 

5. NO ONE SAW ANY LAW AND ORDER THREAT WITHIN THE FORESEEABLE 
FUTURE. THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY, AN AGRICULTURALIST. SAID 
THE PEOPLE IN THE RURAL AREAS WERE "COMPLETELY DOCILE" AND THE 
CHIEF SECRETARY VOLUNTEERED THAT THE GOVERNMENT HAD BOTH A SPECIAL 
"FOOD BUDGET" AND "LAW AND ORDER BUDGET" AS PART OF ITS "ADMINIS- 
TRATIVE STRATEGY" TO CHECK THE EMERGENCE OF ANY SERIOUS DISCONTENT. 

6. POLITICAL ATTENTION APPEARED TO BE CENTERED ENTIRELY ON LOCAL 
AFFAIRS, PARTICULARLY ON THE ANTICIPATED ENLARGEMENT OF THE MINISTRY 
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BY CHIEF MINISTER URS TO PLACATE THE DISSIDENTS WITHIN THE 
CONGRESS (R) LEGISLATIVE PARTY, AND ON THE IMPLICATIONS OF URS" CON- 
TINUED LEADERSHIP OF THE RECENT ELECTION OF K.H. PATIL, A STRONG 
AND AMBITIOUS POLITICIAN, AS STATE CONGRESS PARTY PRESIDENT. 
RAMAKRISHNA HEGDE, THE DEPUTY LEADER OF CONGRESS (O) AND 
A FORMER FINANCE MINISTER, TOLD ME HE THOUGHT URS WOULD BE 
ABLE TO CONTROL THE DISSIDENTS BUT THAT EVENTUALLY HE WOULD BE 
SERIOUSLY CHALLENGED BY PATIL. MEANWHILE, CONGRESS (O), 
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WHICH IS THE LEADING OPPOSITION PARTY, CONTINUES TO DO VERY 
WELL IN THE BY-ELECTIONS. HEGDE THOUGHT A POPULAR TIDE WAS 
DEFINITELY RUNNING AGAINST THE URS GOVERNMENT BECAUSE OF HIGH 
PRICES AND ALLEGATIONS OF CORRUPTION, AND HE SAID THE ONLY MAJOR 
LIMITATION ON CONGRESS (O)'S ABILITY TO TAKE FULL ADVANTAGE OF THE 
OPPORTUNITY WAS ITS LACK OF MONEY. HEGDE NOTED IN PASSING THAT 
THE CONGRESS (O) IN KARNATAKA WAS INCREASINGLY A DE FACTO STATE 
PARTY AND THAT SERIOUS CONSIDERATION WAS BEING GIVEN IN THE PARTY 
TO FORMALIZING THAT STATUS AND TO JOINING THE BLD, ALTHOUGH THEY 
WOULD WAIT AND SEE HOW THE BLD DEVELOPED. 

7. EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST IN NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL EVENTS 
WERE LIMITED. AS DURING MY RECENT VISIT TO HYDERABAD, NO ONE 
ASKED ABOUT CIA OR US ARMS TO PAKISTAN. THE FINANCE MINISTER 
(A CAMBRIDGE GRADUATE IN ECONOMICS) WAS THE ONLY PERSON TO RAISE 
THE QUESTION OF POSSIBLE US FOOD ASSISTANCE, BUT ONLY IN THE 
CONTEXT OF WHETHER MILO RATHER THAN WHEAT COULD NOT BE SUPPLIED, 
AS MILO IS MORE POPULAR IN KARNATAKA. SEVERAL WELCOMED THE 
SECRETARY'S VISIT, SEEING IT MOSTLY IN TERMS OF POLITICAL POOD- 
WILL RATHER THAN SPECIFIC ECONOMIC EXPECTATIONS. 

EAVES 

UNQUOTE SCHNEIDER 
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